Swiss American Historical Society Review
Volume 45

Number 2

Article 4

6-2009

Preface
Ruth Haener
Research Associate, State Archives of the Canon Basel-Landschaft

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review
Part of the European History Commons, and the European Languages and Societies Commons

Recommended Citation
Haener, Ruth (2009) "Preface," Swiss American Historical Society Review: Vol. 45 : No. 2 , Article 4.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss2/4

This Front Matter is brought to you for free and open access by BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Swiss American Historical Society Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more
information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Haener: Preface

Preface
A person who has erected a memorial to himself easily elicits rumors
and speculations which even intensify if he came from nowhere and left
great riches but seemed to have little personality.
Heinrich Handschin from Rickenbach in the upper part of BaselLandschaft, the donator of the Handschin Foundation, emigrated in 1856
without financial means to Moscow and returned as a millionaire 30 years
later. Tracing his biography is not possible without testimonies of third
persons since Heinrich Handschin did not like to write. Jacob Wirz, who
later became Heinrich Handschin' s partner in Moscow, drew a picture of
the man from Rickenbach when writing to his sisters.
Stimulating conversations with Margrit Schmid-Wirz, Rudolf Schuppli
and Dadi Wirz, descendants of Swiss-Russian families living in the vicinity
of Heinrich Handschin, provide more color and clarity for his portrait while
Urs Rauber' s dissertation on Swiss Industry in Russia clarified the historical
contours, and discussions with Matthias Manz-Tanner provided further
nuances.
In his last will and testament Heinrich Handschin designated the Canton
ofBasel-Landschaft as his principal heir. He requested that a foundation be
erected which would help finance the education of poor children from the
Canton. In the past 100 years the Board of the Handschin Foundation has
realized this obligation in impressive ways as biographies of the recipients
show.
Many people have contributed to this publication; they all deserve our
thanks.
Ruth Haener
Research Associate
State Archives of the Canton
Basel-Landschaft
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